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ORD VALLEY MUSTER 
Statement 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.09 pm]:  I rise to promote a tourist attraction in my electorate.  
Kimberley is one of the world’s unspoilt wilderness areas.  It is also one of the least populated places on the 
planet.  It is often described as the last frontier.  I am proud to be able to represent the people who live in the 
incredible region. 

Last year I had my first opportunity of attending the Ord Valley Muster based at Kununurra in east Kimberley.  
The Kununurra Chamber of Commerce and Industry initiated the muster in 2000.  The Ord Valley Muster has 
certainly turned into an enterprising, forward thinking promotion and community event that aims to boost 
economic activity and a sense of community by launching the tourist season with a fortnight of unique local 
events to celebrate the attributes of the east Kimberley fortnight.  The organisers of this showcase event certainly 
deserve the highest accolades for the enterprise.  There is no doubt that these people are prepared to do anything 
within their control to ensure that the east Kimberley continues to be a tourist destination without parallel.   

This year the Ord Valley Muster is being held between 8 and 23 May.  The major sponsor of the 2004 muster is 
Airnorth, the major regional aviation operator in northern Australia, which has flights to various towns 
throughout Australia’s north and also to Dili in East Timor.  The Slingair Heliwork Kimberley Moon Experience 
will be the muster’s grand opening concert event this year.  The concert will showcase the colours of the 
Kimberley, with drawcard performances by the Darwin Symphony Orchestra and popular singer Wendy 
Matthews.  A highlight of the concert will be a welcome to country by traditional owners, which is being 
promoted by the Argyle Diamond Mine.  Other supporting performances will include those by James Blundell, a 
local musician of extreme talent, Tash Parker, and several other bands.  Personally, I found last year’s concert to 
be an exceptional event and one well worth travelling the distance required.  I would even go so far as to say that 
it is better than the Leeuwin concerts.  However, as they say in the adverts, that is not all, because the 16-day 
Airnorth Ord Valley Muster is packed with a calendar of interesting and fun events for both locals and visitors.  
As members can see from this non-exhaustive list, the organisers have produced a bumper program with 
something for everyone.  Programs are available from tourist bureaus and visitor centres in Perth, Broome, 
Derby, Halls Creek, Kununurra, Wyndham, Katherine and Darwin, and programs may also be requested via the 
Airnorth Ord Valley Muster web site at www.ordvalleymuster.com.au.  I commend the Ord Valley Muster to all 
members and I certainly recommend that anyone who has the opportunity take the trouble to attend this top-class 
event at a time when the east Kimberley weather and attractions are at their very best.   
 


